Meeting Minutes
June 16th at 2:00pm
An in-person meeting of The Downtown Development Authority was held on Thursday June
16th, 2022 at 2:00pm in the City-County Meeting Room of the Thomaston-Upson Government
Complex.
Economic Development Coordinator, Mr. Taylor Smith called the meeting to order at 2:00 pm. In
attendance were board members: Catherine Baity, Lane Coggins, Elizabeth Huckaby, Doug
Head, and Angie McGill. Board Member Darren Day had an excused absence due to being out of
the country. Board Member Ashley Caudill attended virtually via Facetime as she was ill with
COVID-19.
Mrs. McGill motioned to approve the Minutes of the May 19th, 2022 meeting, which was
seconded by Mrs. Coggins. All votes were in favor of approving the meeting minutes. Mrs.
Baity requested that an Executive Session and discussion of the Connected Resilient
Communities designation be added to the meeting's agenda between Item D & Item E. Mr. Head
motioned to adopt the modified agenda, which was seconded by Mrs. Coggins and carried
unanimously.
Board Member Doug Head motioned to enter an Executive Session at 2:10pm to discuss
potential litigation, which was seconded by Mrs. Huckaby, and carried unanimously. Mrs.
Huckaby motioned to exit the Executive Session at 2:45pm, which was seconded by Mrs. McGill
and carried unanimously.
With the modification, the first item on the agenda was discussion of the new Connected
Resilient Communities designation via the UGA Archway Partnership. Mr. Smith informed the
board that he along with several other community leaders attended the CRC Orientation on
Tuesday 6/14. During this orientation, community survey results were presented to the group
along with three(3) resiliency building projects. One project in particular that would benefit the
downtown, would be the Downtown Revitalization Project in partnership with the UGA School
of Landscape Architecture and Design. UGA will be offering free renderings for business owners
that would like to take advantage of the DDA Facade Grant Program. Board members applauded
the designation and look forward to coordinating with DDA business owners on this project.
The next item on the agenda was a Facade Grant Modification Request from Mr. Dave Piper and
Fun 101 FM located at 208 S. Center Street. Mr. Piper was requesting an awning be added the
exterior of his building above the door. Mr. Piper had been in attendance for the meeting, but left
following the Executive Session. The board hoped to discuss the CRC designation and rendering
services with him, but could not do so. Board member Coggins motioned to table the
modification until a conversation could be had with Mr. Piper regarding the new UGA resources.
Mrs. Huckaby seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.
The next item on the agenda was a Facade Grant Application from Dr. Mark Cotney and
Thomaston Chiropractic, located at 101 N. Green Street. Dr. Cotney's was requesting $570 for

the replacement of two signs. Dr. Cotney addressed the rest of his facade last summer, as he
painted the entire structure and replaced rotten fascia board. Citing concerns with the Facade
Grant Program that need to be ironed out during a DDA/HPC July Work Session, Board
Member Catherine Baity motioned to table the Facade Grant Application, which was seconded
by Mrs. Coggins and carried unanimously.
The next item on the agenda was a Facade Grant Reimbursement Request for Pressed for Tea/
Georgia Smart Axes in the amount of $2,967.64. Mr. Smith informed the board that all work
had been completed, as presented to the board. Board Member Head motioned to approve the
Facade Grant Reimbursement, which was seconded by Mrs. Huckaby and carried unanimously.
Mr. Smith informed the board that the City of Thomaston had formally submitted their
application for the Department of Community Affairs (DCA) Rural Downtown Redevelopment
Grant Program. All funds for this program must be expended by June 2024 and grant awards
should be announced by the end of June. Mr. Smith presented a timeline to the board, with a
goal of June 2023 to have both the Downtown Farmers Market and Thomaston Courtyard
projects completed.
Finally, board members were updated on upcoming events including the 5th Annual Freedom
Fest on Monday July 4th 2022 and the Georgia Downtown Conference to be held in Macon on
August 22-25th.
In other business Mr. Smith proposed that July's meeting be canceled and replaced with a Joint
Work Session between the DDA and HPC to discuss the Facade Grant Program. Board
members agreed that this would help to address current program concerns. Mrs. Lane suggested
reaching out to UGA regarding the feasibility to provide renderings for this meeting.
Mr. Smith asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. This motion was made by Mr. Head and
seconded by Mrs. Baity. All commission members stood to show approval, and the meeting
was adjourned at 3:30pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
Mr. Taylor J. Smith
Economic Development Coordinator

